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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCCLINTOCK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 6, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Tom
McCLINTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am still
very disappointed that during the de-
bate of the National Defense Author-
ization Act that Mr. MCGOVERN and I
myself had an amendment, known as
the McGovern-Jones amendment, and
all it did, Mr. Speaker, was set the pa-
rameters and the benchmark for bring-
ing our troops home after 2014. The
amendment Dbasically said that if
you’re not bringing the troops out by

2014, then any continuation of those
troops would have to be voted on by
the Congress.

I'm always very disappointed that
the Congress does not meet its con-
stitutional responsibility when it
comes to war. Mr. Speaker, because of
my disappointment and my continued
support of bring our troops home, I will
read the names of nine servicepeople
given by the Department of Defense
who were reported in the Raleigh,
North Carolina, paper, The News & Ob-
server:

Hospitalman Eric D. Warren

Private First Class Cale C. Miller

Corporal Keaton G. Coffey

Petty Officer First Class Ryan J. Wil-
son

Second
Morgado

Specialist Arronn D. Fields

Sergeant Michael J. Knapp

Sergeant Jabraun S. Knox

Specialist Samuel T. Watts.

Mr. Speaker, we are continuing to
spend money that we do not have.
Every day our debt goes up. Every day
we borrow money from foreign govern-
ments, and yet we will not bring our
troops home from Afghanistan.

It’s kind of ironic that the adminis-
tration has signed a security agree-
ment that will continue a financial re-
lationship with Afghanistan after our
troops come home in 2014. That rela-
tionship is for 12 years, has been pro-
jected that we will spend approxi-
mately $4 billion a month for those 12
years to pay for a corrupt leader and a
corrupt government that will not sur-
vive.

It does not matter how much money
we spend. Afghanistan’s history is that
no nation has ever gone into Afghani-
stan and changed one thing. I do not
understand why we in the House con-
tinue to find the money—of course it’s
borrowed money, by the way, probably
from the Chinese—to send to Afghani-
stan. Yet we vote on programs to cut

Lieutenant Travis A.

milk for children in the morning at
school. We vote to cut programs for
senior citizens to get a sandwich at the
senior center, and yet we continue to
fund a war that history has shown we
will never win.

I have a poster of a photograph that
was in the Greensboro paper that has
Dover Air Force Base as they are
bringing home the flag-covered trans-
fer case. The nine names that I just
read, they took their final trip in the
back of a plane and they lay dead in a
transfer case with a flag over their bod-
ies.

Our Congress needs to wake up, Mr.
Speaker. It makes no sense that we
will stay there to 2014 or 2015.

I have with me a book that if I could
pay for every Member of Congress to
have this book, and they would guar-
antee me that they would read this
book, then I would buy it for them. Mr.
Speaker, the title of this book is
“Funding the Enemy: How U.S. Tax-
payers Bankroll the Taliban.”

The Taliban, the Taliban, that’s our
enemy. Yet American dollars are going
over, and many of those dollars end up
in our enemy’s hands to buy weapons
and bullets to kill young Americans. I
have read only 100 pages. I hope to fin-
ish this book next week when we are
home; but I think if any taxpayer in
this country would read this book, they
would be up here protesting Wash-
ington sending money to Afghanistan.
What is ironic, Mr. Speaker, is that the
Taliban will eventually take over Af-
ghanistan, no matter what we do.

I hope that my friends on both sides
of the aisle will support us from time
to time as we have amendments to cre-
ate a parameter for bringing our troops
out because, quite frankly, I think we
will be there probably until 2015 or
2016.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I ask God to
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. I ask God to please bless the fam-
ilies of our men and women in uniform.
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